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Synopsis

A major introductory language/linguistics textbook written specifically for English and Education
majors, this book is an engaging introduction to the structure of English, general theories in
linguistics, and important issues in sociolinguistics.A A; A A; This accessible text provides more
extensive coverage of issues of particular interest to English and Education majors.A A; Tapping
into our natural curiosity about language, it invites all students to connect academic linguistics to
everyday use of the English language and to become active participants in the construction of
linguistic knowledge. A A, The second edition provides updated examples of language
changeA¢a -4 «including new slang and other word coinages, grammatical developments, and
sound changesA¢a -4 -as well as new research findings on American dialects, language

acquisition, language evolution, eggcorns, English and the Internet, and much more.
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Customer Reviews

On the cover of this book, youA¢a —-4,¢ll find many questions that you may have asked and
wondered about the answers.A A How English Works addresses those questions while it
introduces you to the structure of English, general theories in linguistics, and important issues in
sociolinguistics.A A As an English or Education major, or as a student taking the course because
the study of linguistics is of interest, you will connect academic linguistics to the everyday use of the
English language around you.A A The English language is always changing, which leads to new
insights about how language, and the English language specifically, works. The authors revised this

textbook to keep up both with linguistic scholarship and with the language itself. A A New to This



Editon:A A AAAAAAAAAAA AA AA A New and updated material on
electronically-mediated communication such as texting and the etiquette of instant messaging.
AAAAAAAAAAAAA AA A Amajor new section on literature and linguistics with tools
for reading and analyzing literary works in relation to speech acts.A A
AAAAAAAAAAAAA AA A Anew explanation of where (some) contractions, like

~ n

AAAAAAAAAA

~

|IA¢a -a,¢ll, fit into English word formation4 A AA AA

>

Anne Curzan is Associate Professor of English at the University of Michigan, where she also holds
an appointment in the Department of Linguistics and School of Education. In 2007, she received an
Arthur F. Thurnau Professorship for outstanding contributions to undergraduate education. She is
the author of Gender Shifts in the History of English (Cambridge UP, 2003) and co-author of First
Day to Final Grade: A Graduate StudentA¢a -4,¢s Guide to Teaching (U of Michigan P, 2006). She
currently serves as co-editor of the Journal of English Linguistics. A A A A Michael Adams teaches
English language and literature at Indiana University, Bloomington. For fifteen years, he taught at
Albright College, in Reading, Pennsylvania, where he also served as chair of the Department of
English and associate academic dean; he has been a visiting professor at Duke University, North
Carolina State University, and the University of Iceland. He is the author of Slayer Slang: A Buffy the
Vampire Slayer Lexicon (Oxford UP, 2003) and Slang: The PeopleA¢a -4,¢s Poetry (Oxford UP,
2009), as well as contributing editor to Word Histories and Mysteries: Abracadabra to Zeus
(Houghton Mifflin, 2004). He was editor of Dictionaries: Journal of the Dictionary Society of North

America for several years; currently, he is editor of the quarterly journal American Speech.

| purchased this book for a graduate English studies course. | am an absolute fan of Anne Curzan.
This text not only offers detailed instruction on linguistics, Curzan does a fantastic job of making it
interesting and modern. It does not read like a traditional textbook, but like the jovial professor giving
a detailed lecture in etymology and linguistic elements. Very well formatted and easy to read. Highly

recommended for courses in linguistics and personal studies.

Love, love, love this book. For anyone who thinks grammar is a dry and boring subject, give this
book a shot. It's written so well, with witty repartee and excellent story telling, you won’t want to put
it down! Yes, that’s right. | said that you won’t want to put a "grammar" book down. You can tell the
editors really enjoy what they do, and they bring their joy in language construction and syntax to

their readers. Must have!



Purchased this for use in a grad school class and liked it enough to keep it for future reference. I'm
not the kind of person to keep every single textbook | purchase and usually sell them used after the
class ends. This one however is a keeper. Lots of interesting information that can be referenced

time and again.

| had to get this book for a class, but | ended up really enjoying it. It's very informative, easy to

digest, and interesting.

Rich with research but very readable. A little dense for undergraduate students but great in a

graduate class.

Pearson which published this book is the Monsanto of Education. A way overpriced book. There are

better sources out there that provide the same informed for a fraction of the cost.

Used in college linguistic course; and, now, | use it as a guide for my homeschool (English)

students!

Too dense for me. Some parts are interesting :)
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